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1 Introduction

This document sets out the responses received during consultation on the provisional Wiltshire Local
Transport Plan (LTP) 2011, as set out in the Consultation Issues Paper, which was carried out during
March, April and May 2009.

This document is divided into sections; it starts with some general information about the LTP process,
followed by the results from the questionnaires contained in the Issues Paper and concludes with the
comments made in response to questions posed in the Issues Paper as well as all general comments

received. Wiltshire Council has provided replies where appropriate.

2 The Local Transport Plan

The government’'s 1998 White Paper on transport ‘A New Deal for Transport: Better for Everyone’,
introduced the concept of LTPs to steer the development of national transport policies at the local level. The

Transport Act 2000 then made it a statutory requirement for local transport authorities to produce LTPs.

The first Wiltshire LTP was published in July 2000 and covered the five year period 2001/02-2005/06. The
second and current Wiltshire LTP, published in March 2006, covers a five year period 2006/07-2010/11. In
addition, we have produced annual progress reports, and the latest report for 2008 is available from

www.wiltshire.gov.uk/transportpublications.

At the same time as reiterating the statutory position of LTPs, the Local Transport Act 2008 has also
provided local authorities with greater flexibilities in how they develop and review their LTPs. For instance,
the next LTP:
e can be reviewed as required by the local transport authority and not necessarily every five years as
with the first two LTPs;
¢ will need to include a distinct long-term strategy with details of transport objectives and approaches
etc; and
¢ should provide details of a shorter duration implementation plan showing how the long-term strategy

will be delivered over a three to five year period.

In view of the above, it is proposed that the long-term strategy of the next Wiltshire LTP will cover the period
2011-2026 to tie in with the timescale of the emerging South West Regional Spatial Strategy.
Implementation plans will then be produced every three years (starting with the period 2011-2014) to align
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with local government funding settlements and the Local Area Agreement timescale. Reviews of the LTP’s

long-term transport strategy will then be considered every five years.

2.1 The next stage

Information and data gathered from this consultation will be utilised during the preparation of the
forthcoming LTP; and with the council continuing to consult with stakeholders through mechanisms such
the Local Area Boards, it is envisaged that the next Local Transport Plan will reflect, where possible, the

views of the population of Wiltshire and beyond.

3  Questionnaire results

3.1 National transport goals

Section 1 of the questionnaire asked for respondents to rank, from most important to least important, the
broad transport goals as recently proposed by the government, which are as follows. The transport system
should:

o Support economic growth

o Tackle climate change

o Contribute to better safety, security and health

o Promote equality of opportunity

o Improve people’s quality of life

Figure 1 provides a full categorization of respondent’s views, and shows that the most important transport
goal as perceived during this consultation was to “Improve people’s quality of life”. The least important was

to “Support economic growth”. On the whole there was a mixed range of responses.

The top three most important transport goals are:

1. Improve people’s quality of life
2. Tackle climate change

3. Promote equality of life

The top three least important transport goals are:

1. Support economic growth
2. Tackle climate change

3. Promote equality of life
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Figure 1: National transport goals ranking
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3.2

Transport issues in Wiltshire

Section 2 of the questionnaire focused on unsustainable transport issues in Wiltshire. Respondents were

asked whether they agreed with a number of unsustainable transport issues, as identified in the Wiltshire

Community Strategy, and whether they require addressing in the forthcoming Wiltshire Local Transport

Plan.

Table 1 provides a full breakdown of the results from this section of the questionnaire.

Increases in traffic growth, including HGV’s, and the associated implications of air quality and climate

change all generated strong agreement but on the whole all issues were deemed necessary to address.
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Table 1: Transport issues in Wiltshire
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Unsustainable transport issues ST < =2 52 0O x
n < a
%
A lack of resources to fund major schemes and invest in local transport
32 26 29 9 4
measures.
Increased social exclusion and access issues due to the
o , _ _ _ 28 48 18 4 3
centralisation of services and reductions in bus services.
Higher car ownership levels and use resulting in more traffic
_ 53 23 18 6 0
congestion.
A persistent level of road casualties on Wiltshire’s roads despite a
_ o o 22 32 36 3 7
substantial reduction in the number of collisions.
Increased pressure on existing transport infrastructure as a result of
_ 39 35 19 4 3
planned population growth and new development.
Current and projected levels of air quality (nitrogen dioxide) and
) o o 56 31 6 5 2
climate change (carbon dioxide) emissions.
The future impacts on people’s health and society of growing levels of
) _ 46 29 11 13 1
obesity, particularly amongst the young.
Increasing and more widespread impact of traffic, particularly Heavy
52 34 13 1 0

Goods Vehicles, on communities.

3.3 Wiltshire’s strategic transport objectives

Section 3 of the questionnaire asked respondents whether they agreed that the proposed strategic

transport objectives for the Wiltshire Local Transport Plan were important, and if so on what level.
Table 2 provide a full breakdown of the results from this section of the questionnaire.

In general the objectives that received the most support were those that sought to reduce the impact of

transport on the environment and those that seek to encourage the use of sustainable transport modes.
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Table 2: Wiltshire’s strategic transport objectives

> £ o
: . g) Q Q Q E) =
Objective S0 ° O, S |c %
3 < |<8 6 |8E
%
To support and help improve the vitality, viability, and resilience of
) ?p pimp Y v 32 | 43 | 23 | 2 0
Wiltshire’s economy and market towns.
To provide support and promote a choice of sustainable transport
_ 69 | 21 | 4 5 0
alternatives.
To reduce the impact of traffic on people’s quality of life and Wiltshire’s built
_ 56 | 33 |10 | 1 0
and natural environment.
To minimise traffic delays and disruption, and improve journey time reliability
19 | 29 | 40 | 11 | 2
on key routes.
To improve sustainable access to a full range of opportunities particularly for g3 | 37 | 7 3 0
those people without access to a car.
To make the best use of the existing transport infrastructure through
, _ , 33|43 |17 | 5 | 1
effective design, management and maintenance.
To enhance Wiltshire’s public realm and streetscene. 15 {33 |36 |11 | 5
To improve safety for all road users and to reduce the number of casualties
— 39 139 |2 | 1 1
on Wiltshire’s roads.
To reduced the impact of traffic speed in towns and villages. 48 | 29 | 18 | 4 0
To encourage the efficient and sustainable distribution of freight around
- 40 | 42 | 17 1 0
Wiltshire.
To reduce the level of air pollutant and climate change emissions from
61 | 25 | 8 5 1
transport.
To support planned growth and ensure that developments provide for their 30 | 31 | 22 | 8 1
transport requirements and mitigate their traffic impacts.
To reduce reliance on the private motor car. 61 | 17 | 12 | 9 1
To encourage people to improve their health by walking and cycling. 62 | 22 | 11 | 4 1
To reduce barriers to transport and access for people with disabilities and
38|46 |14 | O 2

mobility impairment.
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3.4 Long-term transport strategy

3.4.1 Three approaches to a long-term transport strategy for Wiltshire have been put forward which
group appropriate actions in line with an underlying premise:

e The Established Approach: “Support essential sustainable transport services and measures,
but accept that the private motor vehicle will be the predominant mode of transport for the
foreseeable future”.

e The Balanced Approach: “Improve sustainable transport services and measures, and help to
reduce reliance on the private motor vehicle in urban areas”.

e The Radical Approach: “Prioritise sustainable transport services and measures, and
discourage the use of the private motor vehicle in urban areas”.

3.4.2 Respondents were asked to state which was their preferred approach, full results are provided in
Figure 2 below.

3.4.3 The Radical Approach was the most favourable and the Established Approach was the least
favourable.

Figure 2: Long-term transport strategy

Long-Term Transport Strategy
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m Balanced
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Established Balanced Radical
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3.5

Summary of responses from the Local Transport Plan (3) Issues Paper consultation

Summary of responses

Wiltshire Council response

Question 1 — Area there any key transport trends or unsustainable aspects that haven’t been
included above? Which key trends and unsustainable aspects need to be addressed first and
how would you tackle them?

Wiltshire resident
Petrol and diesel transport is unsustainable — oil will run out in 20 years we need to look at electric

alternatives — trams, trains etc — open closed stations.

The issue of peak oil will be included as part of the LTP3’s
challenges and opportunities. The issue of realistic
alternatives will be considered as part of the generation of

options to address these challenges and opportunities.

Chairman of Community Partnership — Pewsey
The control of freight vehicles to ensure that they only use those routes capable of taking heavy

traffic.

To increase the enforcement aspects of speed control by using more traffic police.

The former Wiltshire County Council produced an advisory
freight map in 2003 to inform both industry and drivers of
the preferred through routes for HGV’s within Wiltshire.
This map will be updated in the Freight Strategy for the
forthcoming LTP3. The term “control” can only be
applicable where a restriction such as a traffic order is in
place and can be enforced - HGV'’s are still required to

enable local deliveries on local roads.

The duties of the traffic police are the responsibility of
Wiltshire Police and increasing their role in controlling

traffic speed is a matter for the Chief Constable.
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Enforcement of speed using safety cameras is provided
through the Wiltshire & Swindon Road Safety Partnership.
Additional resources could be introduced at a cost,
providing an increased level of enforcement through the

use of safety cameras.

Wiltshire resident

Rising cost and inadequacy of public transport

Agree that rising costs are a key issue, affecting whole of
UK and not just Wiltshire; options to address this will be
investigated in council’s forthcoming Passenger Transport

review.

Melksham without Parish Council

o Address bus servicing operating costs which lead to reduction in services and higher fares.

¢ Discourage any more planned growth

e Cut increases in out-commuting by providing better job opportunities for young and more

professional training for them.

Agree that this is a key issue, affecting whole of UK and
not just Wiltshire; options to address this will be
investigated in the council’s forthcoming Passenger

Transport review

The Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) requires Wiltshire to
accommodate new housing and employment growth.
Wiltshire Council will need to plan for this growth in the

most sustainable way.

The Wiltshire Strategic Economic Partnership is
establishing an Employment and Skills Board (ESB) for

Wiltshire. The Wiltshire and Swindon Economic
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Partnership ESB will be a private sector led group which
brings together key partners driving economic and
workforce development in the local area. Responsibilities
will include, a strong voice for employers, effectively
articulating demand and supporting individuals into work.
Insufficient supply of jobs for residents with higher
gualifications leading to out-commuting is a historic skills
issue for Wiltshire. Wiltshire Council are also working with
partners to develop the Wiltshire Potential Programme (a
major element of the Action For Wiltshire response to
addressing the negative impacts of the recession) to
provide new opportunities for developing the potential of

Wiltshire’s young people.

Wiltshire resident

The falling cost of motoring in real terms compared to the rising cost of public transport.

This is a difficult issue for the council to address as many
of the contributing factors are outside of its control.

Calne Area Transport

The priorities lie with:

¢ Reducing air pollution and greenhouse emissions

e Changing the priority in transport planning from private car use to public transport, cycling or
walking

¢ Involving local communities in drawing up their own local, relevant and appropriate transport
solutions which are encouraged by the local highway authority

¢ Obtaining funding from legal agreements and car parking fees and be combined with higher

The council is already addressing many of these issues in
its LTP2 (e.g. implementation of Air Quality Action Plans in
a number of Wiltshire’s market towns, using Section 106
agreements to fund transport infrastructure and services
as part of planning permissions, and reducing the impact
of traffic in Salisbury through the Salisbury Transport

Plan). Further consideration of these issues will form part

10
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subsidies to buses or taxi/buses, plus funding for cycleway improvements and maintenance.
¢ Make town centres less accessible by private cars, and replace with more frequent and user
friendly buses or taxi/buses, cycle racks in quantities, and quality toilet facilities at transport hubs

or interchanges. In Towns and Cities sustainable transport should have a greater priority to roads.

of the development of LTP3 in the context of the

government’s five overall transport goals.

Campaign for Better Transport — Salisbury

Trends which have not been included:

¢ Declining reserves of oil and an inevitable rise in fuel prices as we pass the peak of oil supply.
Unsustainable aspects which have not been included:

e The growth in motorised transport has resulted in a 54% increase in carbon dioxide emissions from
domestic transport sources since 1980, which now account for 24% of UK carbon dioxide emissions.
¢ Both train and bus fares are rising in excess of the rate of inflation, whereas motoring costs have
fallen in real terms by 13% since 1997.

o Wiltshire’s transport aspirations still include major costly road infra-structure projects (e.g.
Westbury eastern bypass & further proposed improvements to the A350 corridor). These are
hangovers from 1980s/1990s road-based transport policy. The focus should by now have moved on
to better and more reliable public transport and measures to increase walking & cycling.

¢ Walking and cycling for travel purposes have both declined significantly over the past decade.

The unsustainable trends which are identified are in many cases linked, and there is no quick
solution to any of them. The County’s Local Transport Plan needs to identify these trends, consider
how progress to counter them can be measured, and, in conjunction with the overall Regional
Spatial Strategy and Local Development Framework, provide solutions which will help to tackle them

all.

Issues such as peak oil, climate change, public transport
costs and other transport related matters will be
considered as part of the LTP3’s challenges and
opportunities. Appropriate measures will then be
developed to address these challenges and opportunities
within the context of the South West RSS and Wiltshire
Local Development Framework (LDF). These measures
will include transport strategies for Chippenham, Devizes,
Salisbury and Trowbridge.

11
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Campaign for Better Transport — Bristol and Bath Area

(a)The main omission is the continued location of employment, retail and services at locations that
are on the fringe of town or in the countryside. Together with the general centralisation of services
going on nationally, this trend continues to result in Wiltshire in:

(1) the erosion of town centres;

(2) a US-style distributed life style of going everywhere by car; and

(3) difficulties in serving new or existing development with public transport. This is unsustainable in
terms of CO2 emissions, bad for communities, bad for town centre vitality, and creates traffic

everywhere.

b)We are unclear what is meant by “financial pressures to reduce rail services”. This is not our

perception of the situation.

(c)You point to “travel patterns that do not favour sustainable modes” but do not locate parking as a

key aspect of this. It would be useful to tie in with our point (a).

Wiltshire will need to accommodate significant levels of
new housing and employment growth and social
infrastructure to support this in the period to 2026 in line
with the emerging RSS. Opportunities to use previously
developed land close to town centres are limited in
Wiltshire and inevitably will mean that development will
take place on the edge of existing towns. The LDF will
identify where that growth will be located and how to plan
for it in the most sustainable way. Accessibility by public
transport and alternatives modes of travel will be an
important consideration, as well as the need to plan for
self containment at settlements to minimise the need to

travel.

This is a reference to the government’ s desire to limit
spending on rail which has resulted in recent years in
some services (such as on the Melksham line, and the

Bristol — Oxford service) being reduced or withdrawn

The Council acknowledges that parking is an important
aspect in helping to reduce reliance on the car and in
encouraging people to use more sustainable modes. A

review of the LTP1 Parking Plan will be undertaken as

12
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(d)You mention skills shortage but fail to mention the lack of good cheap public transport to colleges
so that young people can get the training they need. For example Lackham College is very

inaccessible from many locations.

part of the development of LTP3 and will be set within the
context of the RSS and the LDF.

Wiltshire council recognises the importance of affordable
access to post 16 education and operates a subsidised
transport scheme guaranteeing transport to the nearest
appropriate school or college — this includes providing a
network of buses and coaches to Lackham College for
students who need to attend courses there. Unfortunately
the subsidised price has had to be increased in recent
years due to budget pressures, but the council remains

committed to the principles behind the scheme

Corsham Station Campaign

The County, perhaps predictably, includes climate change as the last of its bullet points — and
indeed continues to call it “the threat” as if it cannot bring itself to give the subject greater credence.
This should appear as the first bullet point and be a recognisable thread which unites both policies
and proposals, to limit its global impact. One item not included is the impact of parked cars which
litter peripheral roads and pavements of traditional (late 19"/early 20™ Century homes) and those
developments of the early 21% Century. It is very unsightly, dangerous even, and a symptom of the
continuing pragmatic officer choice of Park & Ride as a “sustainable” transport option, which ensures

that if one is not to be disadvantaged, one must own a car.

As one of the government’s five overall transport goals,
climate change will be an important consideration in the
development of the Wiltshire LTP3. The issue of on-street
parking will be considered as part of the council’s review
of the LTP1 Parking Plan. As demonstrated in Salisbury,
Park-and-Ride offers a sustainable alternative and
reduces traffic noise, air pollution and severance in the
historic town centre. Any further roll-out of Park-and-Ride
in Wiltshire will be considered as part of the Passenger
Transport review that the council has recently

commissioned.

13
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Also the manner in which the County continues to both plan and build residential areas and
employment “sheds” at the edge — or even a distance of a few miles - from a town in order it would
seem to support the Cost Benefit Analysis of their next road “improvement”, eg the industrial estates
built prior to the Semington bypass and presently the housing/new school to the east of Melksham.
Melksham - now deemed to require another bypass — having conveniently forgotten that one was

provided thirty+ years earlier!

These unsustainable trends are linked, and until the County starts with a clean sheet so far as their
transport strategy is concerned, we do not believe there will be a solution. Additionally, the terms of
their Agreement (to accept Banes HGV traffic in exchange for their support for the E of Westbury
Bypass) will exacerbate the periods of congestion along the A350/A4 — and will doubtless be used
by them to ensure the additional HGV traffic will contribute to the COBA for both the dualling of the
Chippenham Bypass and creation of an M25 around Melksham — when the outcome of the building
of the M25 London orbital is well documented. Cynical maybe, but many of us have been involved

watchers of WCC transport policy for over twenty years.

Comments noted. The Wiltshire LDF Core Strategy that is
currently being prepared will identify how Wiltshire’s future
employment and housing growth requirements for the
period to 2026 will be planned for. This will consider what
infrastructure will need to be delivered in order to support
the additional growth and could include additional road

improvements to mitigate the impacts of the development.

The council is undertaking to consider the full gamut of
options to deal with Wiltshire’s transport-related

challenges and opportunities, including major schemes.

Dorset resident
Not included is that walking and cycling has declined during recent years. Bus and train fares have
increased by more than the rate of inflation whilst the cost of using the private motor car has fallen in

real terms.

The council’s monitoring has actually shown that the
levels of walking and cycling have generally increased

over the last few years.

14
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Natural England

Key Trends

IT giving opportunities for remote working

IT giving opportunities to work whilst on buses and trains

Declining reserves of, and rising price of oil

Unsustainable aspects
¢ Whilst there may be government aspiration for healthier lifestyles, this is a reaction to
increasing obesity and other lifestyle illnesses associated with inactivity. This latter trend is

more salient in this context.

e Increasing levels of road danger to non vehicle users (as opposed to accident rates — the
difference best illustrated by example: banning cyclists from roads would reduce killed or

seriously injured (KSI) cyclists, but not reduce the danger to any cyclist still using the road).

e Increasing levels of community fragmentation due to greater levels of mobility, and greater

fragmentation due to traffic levels.

¢ Reduced childhood exposure to the natural environment as a result of perceptions of road

danger.

These issues will be considered as part of the LTP3's

challenges and opportunities.

This is a perception based evaluation of “road danger”.
Managing and enforcing traffic speed - cyclists are not

banned on county roads

Community resilience and ‘social capital’ are key elements
of the Wiltshire Sustainable Community Strategy and
Local Agreement for Wiltshire. The LTP3 will be
developed within the local context provided by these

documents.

This is addressed through the development of school

travel plans

15
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Reductions in children walking to school.

Reductions in tranquillity.

Public rights of way failing in their LTP2 target.

It is acknowledged a reduction in tranquillity is a particular
issue in sensitive areas such as the New Forest National

Park and the three Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

The target (LB 8) was deliberately ambitious, however
analysis of the survey results shows that around 80% of
the sampled paths are free of any significant obstruction
or difficulties and that it is the Council’s ability to provide
and maintain signposts at the junctions where paths meet
metalled roads that is unfortunately letting down the
overall figure. The council is taking action to improve
upon this aspect, but with such an extensive network of
paths (over 6150km), the rapid replacement of signposts
that become damaged or go missing altogether will always
present the council with a challenge.

With regard to the suggestion that the council’s ultimate
target in the medium term should be 95%, with the current
dedication of resources to meet the target, this is not
considered to be a realistic expectation; the rights of way

network in Wiltshire is simply too extensive for the council

16
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e Transport system un-resilient in the face of resource depletion.

to keep on top of all the ongoing but ever-changing
maintenance and new problems that arise, even if
substantial additional resources were to become available.
Wiltshire also has a higher proportion of bridleways,
restricted byways and especially byways open to all traffic
that are heavily used by motor vehicles, so that the costs
of maintenance are higher than in many other counties. A
target of 85% of paths that are easy to use and follow is in
itself ambitious but is what the council is striving towards,
and is likely to the best that can be achieved in the

medium and possibly the long term.

The issue of peak oil will be considered as part of the

LTP3’s challenges and opportunities.

Tisbury Parish Council
No issues. We are glad to hear that there are “Generally increasing levels of wealth”! Page 4 Last

bullet “Current Wiltshire business base has not been restructured” is unintelligible.

Comments noted.

Westlea Housing
Transport from rural communities, villages and hamlets are key issues. Especially young people
getting into work. Leaves older people reliant on family, friends and carers to carry out day-to-day

errands such as collecting pensions, paying bills and generally keeping in touch.

Comments noted. The council has in recent years
substantially increased the funding it provides to enable
rural services to continue, at a time when costs have been
rising much faster than inflation. The council also helps to

fund Link ‘good neighbour’ schemes to help older people

17
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No mention of alternative sustainable forms of transport such as car share, car pools, cycling,

walking and community transport initiative such as the walking school bus scheme.

Westlea work in partnership with Community First to deliver a ‘Wheels to Work’ scheme for young
people. It would be useful to roll this scheme out to the long-term unemployed so they too have

opportunities for training, employment and networking.

There is no direct mention of the issue of car parking in communities and the associated stress this
brings to residents, road traffic accidents and places focused around cars not people and
pedestrians.

with either transport or other daily needs —we welcome the

support that Westlea has also given to Link.

These are dealt with in general terms under sustainable

travel and / or school travel plans

Welcome Westlea's support for ‘Wheels to Work’ and note
this suggestion for expansion, if ongoing funding can be

found to secure the long term future of the project.

A review of the LTP1 Parking Plan will be undertaken as
part of the development of LTP3 and will be set within the
context of the RSS and the LDF.

CPRE Wiltshire Branch
Key trends to tackle first:

¢ threat of climate change

e continuing growth in out-commuting to surrounding towns and cities
Key unsustainable aspects to address:

¢ financial pressures to reduce rail services;

¢ road and pavement maintenance;

e increasing and more widespread impact of traffic, particularly HGV’s on some communities;
and

e current and projected levels of greenhouse gas emissions.

Comments noted.

18
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Elected Councillor

No - reasonably comprehensive (empty buses are certainly unsustainable as are road repairs
backlogs).

It would help if the aspects above were numbered and the question also raised of how respondents
would like to see them tackled, e.g. | would wish to answer below:

Road and pavement maintenance backlog. My Solution: Divert money from sustaining
unsustainable bus services to road maintenance to benefit the majority. It would also save money to
raise the age for free bus passes to 65, as this is the retirement age but may not be government

Policy?

Bus services operating costs increasing significantly, which are leading to reductions in services and
higher fares. My Solution: Put out the word ‘Use it or Lose it’ — self-regulating. Why should the
council taxpayer subsidise it if it's not commercially viable?

My definition of ‘sustainable’ would involve the reality of what people want to use for transport not
what the ‘Royal We’ tells them they want, which usually mostly benefits minorities. People vote with

their wheels. We seem to forget the old adage: ‘Pay the piper, call the tune.’

Within its limited finances, the council seeks to both
improve the existing highway network and support
sustainable transport modes — the latter provides
accessibility to essential services and facilities for those

people without access to a car.

Question 2 — Which of these national transport goals do you consider to be the most and
least important in relation to transport in Wiltshire? Are some of these goals more or less
important for different parts of Wiltshire (e.g. in large market towns, rural areas, south
Wiltshire?

Wiltshire resident

Tacking climate change and resource depletion (see limits to growth) are most important.

Comments noted.

Chairman of Community Partnership — Pewsey

Most important — safety and an improved quality of life

Comments noted.
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Next most important — the economy and the environment

Least important — Equality of opportunity

Wiltshire resident

| believe that addressing the impact of HGV traffic should not mean building more roads! We should
encourage local production and supply to reduce the amount of food and product miles. In
particular, the proposed A350 Westbury bypass would create far more problems than it supposedly

solves.

The council would openly encourage local supply,
however for some products and services this is just not

possible.

Calne Area Transport
e to support national economic competitiveness and growth, by delivering reliable and efficient
transport network; and
e to promote greater equality of opportunity for all citizens, with desired outcome of achieving a
fairer society and to improve quality of life for transport users and non-transport users, and to

promote a healthy natural environment.

Comments noted.

Campaign for Better Transport — Salisbury

The primary objective should be to reduce transport’s emissions of carbon dioxide and other
greenhouse gases with the desired outcome of tackling climate change. Closely linked to this is the
promotion of a healthy natural environment — as the emerging South West Regional Spatial Strategy
says “If everyone on the planet consumed such a quantity of natural resources and energy as an
average South West resident, three planets would be needed to support life on Earth. Consequently,
a shift is needed towards ‘one planet’, lower consumption, with lifestyles which are more resource

efficient.” Transport polices will have a key role to play if this shift is to be achieved.

Through plans and strategies such as the LTP, LDF and
Sustainable Community Strategy, the council is seeking to

achieve a more sustainable future for Wiltshire.

Campaign for Better Transport — Bristol and Bath Area
The reduction of carbon emissions is the most important and far-reaching goal in our opinion.

Wiltshire’s appeal to those looking to move here its countryside and attractiveness. The future

Comments noted.
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success of the area depends on its natural assets and for this reason we would put emphasis on the

fifth bullet point, relating to quality of life and natural environment.

Corsham Station Campaign

The primary objective should be to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide. Sadly, to WCC, “Transport”
="“Roads”. If the county is to tackle climate issues, then it must surely execute an about-turn and
acknowledge that its responsibilities as a “Transport Authority” require it to employ (as do other
counties) rail engineers to take forward rail projects with a rail budget, equal to that spent on road
schemes in past years. WCC accounting can be quite difficult to follow at times, but that equates to
very many £millions - £4m for the East of Westbury scheme for example - and then there was the
Codford/Heytesbury, Wylye Valley, and Salisbury schemes. Perhaps £10m is not an unrealistic

figure for the purposes of comparison.

The council’s LTP is demonstrably multi-modal in its
approach. For example, the council successfully bid for
and implemented the multi-modal Salisbury Transport
Plan, and spends millions of pounds annually on
supporting bus services and implementing cycle and

walking schemes.

A more realistic figure would be £7.4m since the start of

the decade.

Wiltshire Council has responsibility for the highway
network and through more efficient use carbon savings
will be delivered. This could include new development to

support sustainable travel alternatives.

Dorset resident

Transport policies will need to be much more robust to reduce CO,.

Comments noted.

Natural England
Transport policy needs to deliver all of these goals, and ranking them masks the critical point that
many of these goals can be delivered through the same actions. However, in so far as the question

asks for prioritisation, we regard tackling climate change as the priority.

Comments noted.
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Tisbury Parish Council

No point in imposing any ordering of these priorities. They all matter.

There is no effective explanation of this complex hierarchy of strategies and agreements. A diagram
should have been included. What's the difference between the Wiltshire Area Agreement and the

Local Area Agreement or should that read Local Area Agreements?

The A350 corridor is picked out for mention. What is Wiltshire going to do about the A303 — blame it
on the central government and Highways Agency or get to work with them? The dualling of the
A303 is essential not just for Wiltshire but for the whole South West. It is ludicrous for the paper to

make no mention of it.

The Area Boards and Partnerships were sold to us as central to the local delivery and accountability
of services and a primary compensation for the loss of our local councils. But here, as in other more

recent documents, they are seriously downplayed.

Page 7: says Wiltshire will “ensure developments adequately provide for their sustainable transport

Comments noted.

The need to produce a fairly succinct document did not
allow for the extensive explanations of the complex policy
hierarchy. It is acknowledged that a diagram may have

been a useful tool.

The former County Council actively supported the
Highways Agency’s (HA) plans for the A303 in Wiltshire
and beyond but the cost of improvements at Stonehenge
proved to be prohibitive. The new council will continue to

support the HA in any future plans to improve the A303.

The strategy and development of major improvement
schemes on the trunk road network is the responsibility of
the Highways Agency.

Comments noted.

While the Transport Development Services Group
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requirements and mitigate their traffic impact”. So where were the old Wiltshire CC’s objections to
the unsustainable Hindon Lane development in Tisbury — 90 houses on a hilltop well away from the
village facilities with no proper on-site parking and off a narrow lane with no footway or scope for
one? It's one thing to promise sustainability and a different thing to apply that policy to real

cases.

provides transport-related comments on planning
applications, ultimately the council’s planning decisions
are based on a number of considerations in addition to

transport.

Westlea Housing

The most important national transport goal is to promote greater equality and opportunity for all
citizens.

The least important is to improve quality of life for transport and non-transport users. This is
because if we promote greater equality them quality of life will follow and people have more

opportunities.

Comments noted.

CPRE Wiltshire Branch
Most important: reduce CO2 emissions
Least important: improve quality of life to promote healthy environment.

Comments noted.

Elected councillor
This allows the sort of answer people may wish to give without qualification - But would benefit again
from numbering the goals

| would answer:

Most important « to support national economic competitiveness and growth, by delivering reliable
and efficient transport network;
Least important « to reduce transports emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases,

with the desired outcome of tackling climate change (King Canute syndrome again)

Comments noted.
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Are some of these goals more or less important for different parts of Wiltshire (e.g. in large
market towns, rural areas, south Wiltshire etc.)?

My answer: NO

Question 3 — Which of these regional transport objectives do you consider to be the most
and least important in relation to transport in Wiltshire?

Melksham without Parish Council

Most important is to encourage local economy to thrive not so much by linking to strategically
important international markets but by improving local towns and smaller local businesses to serve
the local economy by developing the transport network in support of the strategy to concentrate
growth and development in the Strategically Significant Cities and Towns (SSCTs)”, only refer to
urban areas in the context of SSCT's? Market towns should also work to become attractive places
to live and work by un-cluttering them from car parks, parked cars and through traffic.

The LTP3 will support the LDF’s spatial strategy which

includes SSCTs, market towns and villages.

Campaign for Better Transport — Salisbury

We would suggest that the last bullet (reducing the negative impacts of transport on the
environment including climate change) is the most important, and would comment that there are
other elements of the RSS which are of key relevance — e.g. policy SD1 which includes “minimising
the need to travel and securing a shift to use of more sustainable modes of travel by effective
planning of future development, better alignment of jobs, homes and services by improved public
transport and effective planning of future development, and a strong demand management regime

applied in the region’s Strategically Significant Cities and Towns main centres.”

Comments noted.

Campaign for Better Transport — Bristol and Bath Area
The policies enshrined in the SW RSS, especially RTS1 and RTS2 are of greatest importance as
are polices SD1-4 in the SW RSS which relate to sustainability and thus to transport.

Comments noted.
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Policy SD1 includes “minimising the need to travel and securing a shift to use of more sustainable
modes of travel by effective planning of future development, better alignment of jobs, homes and
services by improved public transport and effective planning of future development, and a strong
demand management regime applied in the region’s Strategically Significant Cities and Towns main

centres.”

o We feel that regional policies for making SSCTs work are of absolute importance to Wiltshire,
and that there needs to be a great deal more attention to traffic restraint, management,

parking strategy and re-prioritisation of road space to public transport.

e The regional objective of cross-boundary working, in particular in the context of the West of
England Housing Market Area needs mention in LTP3. So far, we have seen very little on

this aspect of things — Bath, Mendip and Western Wiltshire are one sub-region.

o The SW RES talks about the need to “Promote and enhance what is best about the region”
and “The South West is distinctive and the region must celebrate what makes it special — its
environment, its culture and its creativity.” We would like to see these ideas feature in the

Wiltshire LTP and associated development documents.

e We would very much like to see mention of the problems and opportunities associated with

an ageing population, which the SW RES does included in its discussion.

Council officers regularly meet with colleagues from
neighbouring authorities (e.g. Transport Development
Services officers attend West of England Partnership

forums and meetings).
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e We would like to see direct support in LTP3 for the SW RSS Transport Key Diagram (see

below) and how polices Wiltshire level relate to this.

Regional Transport Strategy
Key Diagram

oI

Corsham Station Campaign

Reducing the negative impacts, including climate change, should be in pole position being the most
important. Policy SD1 of the RSS includes...... “securing a shift to the use of more sustainable
modes of travel by effective planning of future development, better alignment of jobs, homes and
services by improved public transport and effective planning of future development, and a strong
demand management regime applied in the region’s Strategically Significant Cities and Towns main
centres.” (Our response to Question 1 also refers) The aim of transport to serve Economic
development should be by increasing people’s ability to access rail services, thereby providing the
broad spectrum of society, young as well as old, with an attractive option offering time savings of
60+ minutes, not 60+ seconds!

Rail policy including new stations will be appraised during

the development of LTP3.

Dorset resident
Most important is to reduce the negative impacts of transport on environment; that is environment

local and global.

Comments noted.
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Natural England

The RSS's transport policy objectives are less coherent and comprehensive than the National goals, and
as such we feel they should be downplayed. In so far as they are valid, Natural England regards
“Reducing negative impacts of transport on the environment including climate change” as the most
important, as health (which we construe as coming under this objective) and climate change are, we
regard, the two most pressing issues facing society. We also regard the objective of “reducing traffic

growth” as inadequate, and believe it should be one of “reducing traffic”.

Comments noted.

Westlea Housing

The most important is addressing social exclusion to ensure people can get to training and work
opportunities.

The least important is making urban areas work effectively as this does not assist the many socially
isolated residents (young and older) who wish to maneuver around the community for a number of

reasons.

Comments noted.

CPRE Wiltshire Branch

Most important: Reducing negative impacts of transport on the environment including climate
change

Least important: Supporting economic development by maintaining and improving the reliability and

resilience of links from SSCTs to other regions.

Comments noted.

Elected councillor

I would need to qualify the answers as shown as the question does not allow me the freedom to
answer HOW | would like to see my first choice enacted, a crucial aspect | think. Once the questions
create exclusion from answering the way one wishes people will lose interest. Similarly caring for the
environment is quite different from swallowing man-made climate change theory. | don’t think

government has yet made climate change scepticism illegal, yet!!

Comments noted.
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Most important

 Supporting economic development (identified in the RES) by maintaining and improving the
reliability and resilience of links from the region’s Strategically Significant Cities and Towns (SSCTSs)
to other regions (particularly the South East and London), international markets and connectivity
within the region; Qualification: Especially in strengthening the road infrastructure to access the M4

and other main highways.

Least important

* Reducing negative impacts of transport on the environment including climate change.
Qualification: environment and climate change can readily be seen as separate issues so | would
not find this as low in importance if it were to improve local environmental issues. Hence this is really

two issues and should be framed as two issues.

Question 4 — Are there other ways in which the LTP can help achieve the vision of the

Sustainable Community Strategy and support sustainable communities?

Chairman of Community Partnership — Pewsey
Communities where the movement of freight does not cause environmental and safety problems by

using appropriate roads.

Comments Noted

Melksham without Parish Council

Yes, by refusing to acquiesce to Wiltshire PCT decisions re removing important local health services
such as Melksham MIU, thus weakening the community and making the town less sustainable and
less safe. Elect a more robust Health and Overview Committee which has courage to deliver health

services which local people have requested such as First Aid Station in Melksham.

Yes by focusing on cycle ways as priority for at least the next two years, and re-allocating funds from

The council actively engaged with the Wiltshire PCT
during its Pathways for Change process.

As part of the development of LTP3, Wiltshire Council is
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private road schemes to improve rural cycle paths.

Yes by supporting the Better Rail Services for Melksham Campaign for a round robin linked town rail

service, as detailed by Graham Ellis.

reviewing its policies on cycling and the funding priority

that cycling is given.

Comments noted. LTP3 to include a statement on

involvement in Community Rail Partnerships.

Interest group
Improving journey time reliability on the strategic road network conflicts with the aim to reduce

dependence on the car and the aim to achieve modal split to public and non-motorised transport.

Improved journey time reliability on key routes is

considered necessary to sustain the Wiltshire economy.

Wiltshire resident
In other counties of the UK the approach you call radical is considered established and balanced

Wiltshire is lagging behind in its approach.

As stated in the Issues Paper (section 5.2), an attempt
was made to keep the approaches broadly realistic within

Wiltshire’s context.

Elected councillor
| could not answer question 4 as it seemed only to apply to Urban areas, thus not appropriate for

Rural areas.

The Wiltshire Sustainable Community Strategy relates to
the whole of the county both urban and rural. The
comments on how the LTP3 could support the Sustainable

Community Strategy reflect this countywide context.

Wiltshire resident
You need to consider the implications of peak oil and its effects on the affordability of fuel-powered
transport, also the inevitable decline in non-essential transport (both passenger and freight) as a

result.

The issue of peak oil will be included as part of the LTP3'’s

challenges and opportunities.

Calne Area Transport
By making clear that local initiatives will be given strong support and that there is no one size fits all

for market towns, villages and rural areas and urban areas.

Comments noted.
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Where the rural areas are concerned there should be emphasis on connecting villages to the
nearest market towns. These towns need to have priority on cycle and pedestrian network
improvements. (Calne’s cycle network strategy drawn up in 1999 has simply died) Cycle liaison

panels and work with Sustrans needs to improve.

Schools need to be drawn into local alternative transport planning and young people's groups

encouraged to be drawn into transport consultations and planning.

During the preparation of LTP1, cycle networks were
developed for all towns in Wiltshire with a population over
10,000. Since that time the council has been trying to
implement these cycle networks where resources allowed
and a number of links have been delivered in Calne. As
part of the development of LTP3, Wiltshire Council is
reviewing its policies on cycling and the funding priority
that cycling is given. This review will also look at the role

that cycle liaison panels will play in the future.

This process is underway through the development and
monitoring of school travel plans. All travel plans are
required to demonstrate pupil/young person involvement

to gain approval.

Campaign for Better Transport — Salisbury

The aspiration to “improve journey time reliability on the A350 corridor including construction of the
Westbury bypass” which forms part of the current Local Agreement for Wiltshire (LAW) is at odds
with the aspiration to tackle climate change by reducing carbon emissions from transport and with
other sustainability objectives. That particular aspiration needs to be rewritten to encompass
improvements to the railway services on the parallel railway line rather than focusing solely on road

improvements.

Transport objectives will need to be developed following

the emerging RSS ‘corridor strategy’.

This is a matter for the Wiltshire Assembly when the LAW

is reviewed.
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Campaign for Better Transport — Bristol and Bath Area
We cannot see how to “improve journey time reliability on the A350 corridor including construction of
the Westbury bypass” complies with the SW RSS nor how this can be part of a strategy to reduce

carbon emissions from transport. Where is the emphasis on rail improvements?

Maintaining and improving journey time reliability on links
to and from the region’s SSCTs is one of the objectives of
the South West Regional Transport Strategy (RTS). A
number of the proposed LTP3 objectives explicitly refer to
the support or improvement of sustainable transport

alternatives.

Corsham Station Campaign

The only transport aspiration of the current Local Agreement for Wiltshire (LAW) is at odds with the
aspiration to tackle climate change and most other sustainability objectives. This retrograde and
outdated aim needs to be removed and greater emphasis placed upon improvements to access
improved rail services, school travel plans, local and inter-town/village dedicated cycle networks —

another key request at the first consultation in 1998.

We also would support the lobbying of the Department for Transport (DfT) by Wiltshire Council for
the adoption of a county (or country) wide application of a 20/25 mph speed limit for every
town and village. The present “hotch-potch” of 30 mph in some areas and 40 mph in others is

confusing and leads to increasing numbers of signs and poles.

Perhaps we might also emulate our continental cousins by adopting the abolition of double yellow
lines, which detract from the street scene in historic towns and villages, and implement the adoption

of mid-blue single lines where one is allowed to park?

This is a matter for the Wiltshire Assembly when the LAW

is reviewed.

The DfT has recently published a consultation paper on a
new road safety strategy which includes measures to

make the introduction of 20mph speed limits easier.

Speed limits below 30mph need to be introduced in areas
where some self regulation is possible. A speed limit
review will remove any inconsistencies that have arisen in

speed limits and their signage.
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We would also support a 40 mph speed limit on lanes (which may encourage more cyclists to use
them) although dedicated cycle ways between towns and villages should be the ideal aim for the

county, to be promoted as a green tourism strategy for 2014-19.

Government are currently reviewing the national speed
limit on rural roads. Any alteration to the speed limit in
rural areas would need to be signed and enforced. The
problems of enforcement and cost of such a proposal

would outweigh the measurable benefits at this time.

The parking controls in Wiltshire are signed and lined in
accordance with the Traffic Signs Regulations and

General Directions.

Dorset resident

The required reduction of CO, emissions from transport and other sustainable goals can never be
achieved whilst attempts to improve journey time are being promoted instead of modal shift and
traffic reduction (as | highlighted in 1996).

The LTP3 will need to be developed in the context of the
government’s five overall transport goals:

e Support economic growth

e Tackling climate change

e Contribute to better safety, security and health

e Promote equality of opportunity

e Improve quality of life and promote a healthy natural

environment.

Natural England
Believe that the LTP:
e Can reduce community fragmentation due to roads

e Can address exclusion through reducing road danger

The council is promoting improved social cohesion
indirectly through encouraging sustainable travel and
school travel plans. The council also carries out
improvement schemes based on accident data (Local
Safety Schemes) as well as school based schemes
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through the Safer Routes to School process, and town
centre enhancements to benefit vulnerable road users.
Dependant on locations, such improvements can also

assist improvements in social connectivity.

Westlea Housing
There is a real need to incentivise travel so residents really consider their journeys and whether they
are necessary including highlighting how travel affects climate changes, how residents can sustain

transport and promote it. Raising awareness is key.

The council intends to continue its policy of education and
promotion, building travel awareness into the climate
change strategy, through school travel plan activity, as

well as mainstreaming it into transport planning roles.

CPRE Wiltshire Branch

There is another way in which the LTP can help achieve a sustainable Community Strategy and
support sustainable communities and that is by pressing for public transport and non-motorised
improvements and no longer seeking to improve the reliability of journey times on the strategic road
network.

Under Community Context, one of Wiltshire's ambitions in their Strategy for 2007-16 is to improve
journey time reliability on the A350 corridor including construction of the Westbury Bypass. This
would appear to be inconsistent with the ambition to tackle climate change with balanced
development,(what is this?) sustainable transport, demand and traffic management and new

technology.

Under Vision, there is also mention of improving journey time reliability on Wiltshire's strategic road
network. However, making things easier for cars/lorries will only increase their use leading to future

congestion, pollution and inequality for non car users. As stated on page 20, "What is now generally

Maintaining and improving journey time reliability on key
links to and from the region’s SSCTs is one of the
objectives of the RTS.

This is a matter for the Wiltshire Assembly which approves

the Sustainable Community Strategy and the LAW.

Improved journey time reliability on key routes is
considered necessary to sustain the Wiltshire economy.
In many instances, this will mean making better use of

existing infrastructure.
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recognised is that building ourselves out of transport problems cannot be a universal panacea.”

Elected councillor
Adequate parking facilities at home, on road and off road and improved highways linking the county
so we are not all expected to live in isolated communities or does ‘sustainable’ have to mean

regression to isolated communities?

Comments noted. It is acknowledged that for certain
communities’, particularly in the more rural areas,
accessibility will be an issue and use of the private car
unavoidable. In order to promote sustainable
development generally the RSS seeks to focus most new
growth in Wiltshire at its market towns where there is
access to employment opportunities, facilities and
services locally. Only more limited growth to meet local

needs will be appropriate in the more rural areas.

Question 5 — Do you support the strategic objectives shown in Table 1? Do they cover all the
key aspects that you would like the third Wiltshire LTP to address?

Salisbury Green Party — SO1
Are strongly in agreement with the aim of supporting the vitality, viability and resilience of
Wiltshire’s economy and market towns. In a low carbon future this implies less concern for

competitive advantage and more attention given to creating sustainable local economies.

Comments noted

Wiltshire resident
There is little about rail transport — we need some more stations re-opened and more local train

services.

The priorities remain to re-open Corsham station and for
an improved service on the Melksham line. Funding of rail
services is primarily the responsibility of DfT via the

franchising system and the council’s role is to persuade
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train operators and DfT of the business case for improved

services where appropriate.

Value and ability to deliver rail schemes will be considered

as part of the development of LTP3.

Chairman of Community Partnership — Pewsey
These strategic objectives are well intended, appropriate and supportable, the problem is achieving

them.

Comments noted.

Melksham without Parish Council

Unfortunately there are very many fine-surrounding phrases here which in reality mean very little.
Please define the meaning of “quality of life” — is this less pollution or getting a higher standard of
living? Giving people a better environment does not necessarily encourage them to be less selfish
and more caring. The rot of our society is very deep-seated and surely part of this is due to the
pursuit of materialism. Cars are a major status symbol in society. The idea that quality is related to

the abundance of possessions is not necessarily true.

The DFT has defined ‘quality of life’ in its Delivering a
Sustainable Transport Strategy (para. 1.20) in terms of the
benefits it provides to us all by “...making it possible to
see the world, buy a huge range of goods and services,
enjoy leisure activities, spend time with friends and

relatives and have access to the natural environment”.

Wiltshire Council Minerals and Waste Policy Team

We support the Strategic Transport Objectives, in particular SO3, SO10, and SO12 however we
guestion whether there is a need for an additional objective which actively seeks to ‘minimise
vehicular movements’ within the Plan area; unless it is envisaged that this will be covered through
S010? We support SO11 in principle but question in its current form/wording, how this objective

can be adequately measured through planning policy.

The council will consider revising objective SO13 to read
‘To reduce the need to travel, particularly by private car’.
The transport needs and impacts of new developments
would be assessed as part of required Transport

Assessments.

Wiltshire resident

Need to reduce the need to travel.

The council will consider revising objective SO13 to read

‘To reduce the need to travel, particularly by private car’.

35




Wiltshire Local Transport Plan 2011

Calne Area Transport

These objectives are often in conflict with each other, or form part of the same, e.g. SO2 should be
the priority objective with SO2 and SO3 following or linked. SO7 should form part of any text
covering SO1.

S012 and SO13 are planning issues which the LTP3 needs to be able to influence through its

sustainability and carbon reduction policies.

Suggested re-wording: To minimise delays to rail, bus and road traffic on key routes identified
in the South West Regional Spatial Strategy, by means of route management, and the
evolution of an integrated public transport network for SSCTs in order to remove local traffic

from these key routes. This reflects regional policy.

SO5: agree

S06: Good policy, in line with regional policy. There might be a way of relating to key routes thereby
merging SO4 with SO6.

SO7: Agree with the policy but think that under “regional transport objectives”, that the text of this
policy does not reflect what it says in RTS2....the mention of “reducing transport’s negative effect”
does not come into RTS2 or regional policy at SSCTs — inclusion of this again implies bypasses,

which are not the way things are going.

SO8: Again, a misunderstanding of regional policy: we don'’t believe that “reducing transport’s

negative effects” is quite the point.

The cross-cutting nature of transport means that there are

tensions between some of the objectives.

Subject to minor revisions, it is considered that the current
wording of these objectives reflects the wider policy

context including the RSS.

Comment noted.

It is not considered appropriate to merge objectives SO4
with SO6.

The cross-reference to the RTS was simply to highlight
that objective SO7 will seek to reduce transport’s negative

impact by enhancing the public realm and streetscene.

As above, the cross-reference to the RTS was simply to
highlight that objective SO8 will seek to reduce transport’s

negative impact by improving road safety and reducing

36




Wiltshire Local Transport Plan 2011

New policy needed: Something about working cross-boundary with neighbouring authorities.

casualties.

This is a process objective and should be part-and-parcel
of the work undertaken by the council and others to

achieve the LTP3 objectives.

Campaign for Better Transport — Salisbury

The strategic objectives in general are supported. One key objective which needs to be explicitly
spelt out is that of ‘reducing the need to travel'. This is supported in the government’s ‘Delivering a
Sustainable Transport System’ document which suggests that a package of measures for an urban
area “may involve public transport investment, demand management, promotion of smarter travel

choices and the use of land use planning to reduce the need to travel.”

SO1: Re-word: To support and help improve the vitality and viability of Wiltshire’s town
centres. This means also separating out general economic aims as a separate consideration, in a
separate policy.

SO2: Agree

SO3: Added text under “features to include”: Countryside where people can enjoy outdoor

recreation to promote health and well-being.

SO3: Additional text: Reducing transport’s negative effects on the natural environment in

accordance with regional aims to reduce carbon emissions.

The council will consider revising objective SO13 to read

‘To reduce the need to travel, particularly by private car’.

Not supported. It is not considered that this objective

benefits from being split.

Comments noted.

The council will consider adding another objective to cover

access to the countryside.

Not supported. It is considered that objectives SO3 and

S0O11 deal with these issues.
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(reason: current wording gives the false promise to communities of bypasses and other interventions
to remove traffic from towns. The provision of these is unrealistic given tight monetary constraints,
regional policy in form of RTS1, and runs counter to other polices to reduce traffic growth and

carbon emissions.)

S04: Re-word. Regional policy on connectivity relates specifically to the A36 and A303 corridors
(see RTS1- Secretary of States latest draft and RTS Key Diagram (enclosed). The corridor approach

needs mention as do the corridors that this policy applies to.

Not supported. While corridor management approaches
may be undertaken by the council in conjunction with the
HA and neighbouring authorities, they are an ‘output’ and
not an ‘outcome’. In terms of the identification of
Wiltshire’s ‘key routes’, these will be established as part of
the work being undertaken to develop the council’s

Network Management Plan.

Corsham Station Campaign

The government’s ‘Delivering a Sustainable Transport System’ document suggests a package of
measures for an urban area such as Western Wiltshire, linked as professional studies have shown
to Bath and Bristol. These it says “may involve public transport investment, demand management,

promotion of smarter travel choices and the use of land use planning to reduce the need to travel.”

The council is to consider the future of the Western
Wiltshire Sustainable Transport Strategy in light of the

government’s decision on the A350 Westbury Bypass.

Dorset resident

What is missing is the term reducing the need to travel.

The council will consider revising objective SO13 to read

‘To reduce the need to travel, particularly by private car’.
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Tisbury Parish Council

The Table 1 strategic objectives are all worthy but are too unspecific to be commented on.

Page 13: refers to the increasing centralisation of services imposed by central government as if that
was irresistible. What is Wiltshire going to do to persuade central government that these policies

need modifying in rural areas?

As part of the Infrastructure Planning work that the council
is undertaking to support the delivery of the Wiltshire LDF
Core Strategy, the council will be working alongside public
sector service providers in order to ensure the appropriate

availability of services within Wiltshire.

CPRE Wiltshire Branch

Support for SO1 if it means rail improvements but no support for, indeed strong objection to road
building.

S04 Strong objection.

SO10 Does this mean rail and canal?

SO11 How will levels of pollutant from transport be reduced?

All other aims supported.

The council will consider all available options in
addressing Wiltshire’s challenges and opportunities.
Comment noted.

These could be included along with other “efficient and
sustainable” freight measures.

To be determined through the development of the LTP3.

Elected councillor

No, not all of them by any means

Do they cover all the key aspects that you would like the third Wiltshire LTP to address? Not really: |
would like to see a much more realistic emphasis on private cars and linking communities. We are,
thankfully, not all likely to regress to medieval style ‘settlements’ despite the futile efforts in that

direction.

Comments noted.
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Question 5

Do you support the strategic objectives shown in Table 1? Do they cover all the key aspects that you would like the third Wiltshire LTP to address?

Natural England feels that the objectives could be made conceptually more coherent in the following ways:

Ref. Consulted objective

SO1

To support and help improve the vitality,
viability and resilience of Wiltshire's

economy and market towns.

Proposed objective
To support and help

improve the economy.

Reasoning

Why constrain this objective?

Council response
Rather than act as constraints, it is
considered that the words “vitality,

viability and resilience” add clarity to the

objective.

SO2 To provide, support and promote a No change. Comment noted.
choice of sustainable transport
alternatives.

SO3 To reduce the impact of traffic on To reduce the impact of | These two should be split. Impact on Not supported. The wording of this
people’s quality of life and Wiltshire’s transport on people’s Wiltshire’s built environment is not a objective reflects the wording of the
built and natural environment. quality of life. objective in its own right, but covered relevant DaSTS goal — “to improve

To reduce the impact of | by people’s quality of life. quality of life...and to promote a healthy
transport on and natural natural environment”.
environment

SO4 To minimise traffic delays and disruption, | Delete. In so far as this is an economic While it is agreed that this

and improve journey time reliability on

key routes.

objective, it is covered by the first
objective. In so far as it is not, what is
it, and is it covered under other
objectives? Furthermore why constrain

this objective to “key routes™?

objective is generally covered by
objective SO1, it is nevertheless
important that the LTP3 reflects
the more transport orientated
objectives of the RTS.
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Improving journey time reliability
on all routes would be poor

value for money.

SO5

To improve sustainable access to a full
range of opportunities particularly for

those people without access to a car.

No change.

Comment noted.

SO6

To make the best use of the existing
transport infrastructure through effective

design, management and maintenance.

No change.

Comment noted.

SO7

To enhance Wiltshire’s public realm and

street scene.

No change.

Comment noted.

SO8

To improve safety for all road users and
to reduce the number of casualties on

Wiltshire’s roads.

No change.

Comment noted.

SO9

To reduce the impact of traffic speeds in

towns and villages.

Delete.

Why if not to improve safety, or
people’s quality of life, both covered
under other objectives. Why focus on

speeds exclusively, rather than levels?

The council can legitimately seek to
influence traffic speed in the interests of
road safety. As local highway authority,
Wiltshire Council has a duty under the
Highways Act to protect and assert the

rights of the highway user.

Traffic speed in villages is seen as a
significant cause for concern in rural

communities. Villages often face

41




Wiltshire Local Transport Plan 2011

problems that differ from towns due to

higher proportion of fast through traffic.

S0O10 | To encourage the efficient and Delete Covered by other objectives. Why pick | Itis felt that freight should be highlighted
sustainable distribution of freight around out freight, rather than other modes. as it performs an integral part of modern
Wiltshire. living. Whilst freight greatly contributes

to economic vibrancy and growth, the
council is aware of the environmental
and societal impacts that need to be
balanced.

SO11 | To reduce the level of air pollutant and To reduce the level of Split — two different and sometimes Not supported. It is considered that a
climate change emissions from emissions affecting air conflicting objectives, one impacting joint objective on these issues is
transport. quality from transport. locally, the other impacting globally. relevant.

To reduce of
Greenhouse gas
emissions from transport.

S0O12 | To support planned growth and ensure No change. Comment noted.
that developments provide for their
transport requirements and mitigate their
traffic impacts.

SO13 | To reduce reliance on the private car. To reduce the use of the | The objective should pertain to “car Agreed in part — the council will consider

private car.

use” not “car reliance”.

revising objective SO13 to read ‘To
reduce the need to travel, particularly by

private car’.
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S0O14 | To encourage people to improve their To improve public health. | The relevant objective is to actually Agreed in part — the council will consider
health by walking and cycling. improve health, not to encourage revising objective SO14 to read ‘To
people to do so. Objectives should not | promote travel modes that are beneficial
include “by”as this prejudges the “how”. | to health’.
SO15 | To reduce barriers to transport and To secure a more Transport can discriminate in ways Comments noted, but barriers to
access for people with disabilities and inclusive society. other than barriers to transport and transport and access for people with
mobility impairment. access, and to other groups other than | disabilities and mobility impairment is an
people with disabilities and mobility issue that is frequently raised in
impairment e.g., consultations and for this reason
dis-proportionate KSI (killed and deserves particular mention.
seriously injured) amongst children and
old people. The figures do not support this
contention, e.g. Child KSI total in 2008
was 16 compared to 207 for adults
(7.7%) whereas the age group (0 — 15)
comprises about 20% of the population.
PRO- To render Wiltshire more | Additional objective not covered above. | Agreed in part — the council will consider
POSED resilient in the face of adding an objective that seeks to
climate change. improve Wiltshire’s transport system
adaptation and resilience to climate
change.
PRO- To provide a more Additional objective not covered above. | Not supported. It is considered that the
POSED

economically efficient

transport system.

sum of LTP3 objectives achieve this

objective.
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PRO-
POSED

Reduce the need to

travel.

Additional objective not covered above.

Agreed in part — the council will consider
revising objective SO13 to read ‘To
reduce the need to travel, particularly by

private car’.

Question 6 — Which of the approaches do you support and why? If you support the ‘Radical Approach’, how
does the council pay or some of the suggested measures (e.g. significant public transport enhancements)
without damaging the local economy (e.g. by having to impose high parking charges)? Have we omitted

anything significant from these three approaches?

Chairman of Community Partnership — Pewsey
The Established Approach is probably the most acceptable especially at a time of recession, local economies need

support which the Radical Approach is not capable of delivering.

Comments noted.

Wiltshire resident
A radical approach would increase the attractiveness and volume in town centres. No mention is made of support for

rail services or improving links between rail, bus and cycling and walking facilities.

Each of the approaches refer to rail
service and interchange improvements in
their respective ‘Public Transport and

Accessibility’ elements.

Melksham without Parish Council

The radical approach should be adopted through the provision of free transport to and from work, making full use of
existing rail and bus transport and extending it to link local towns more closely through better rail and bus services.
This should be financed by putting on hold all major road schemes for the next five years and using the money instead

for bus and rail subsidies.

Under current legislation the council does
not have the power to offer free or
reduced fare transport (concessionary
fares) for the general public, only for

certain specified groups (e.g elderly,
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disabled, young people). Capital funding
that might have been secured for road
schemes can not be used for revenue
funding, such as would be needed for

ongoing bus and rail subsidies.

This is not a realistic proposition as
financial support for public transport
services requires council revenue funds
whereas major schemes are financed by
the government through capital

borrowing.

Wiltshire resident
The radical approach could make towns more attractive by making them better places for pedestrians. Rail service

improvements and demand-management for road traffic would also contribute to this.

Comments noted.

Wiltshire resident

Money should be spent on public transport & walking/cycling measures rather than new roads. There should be funding
to support railway service improvements, including Trans Wilts rail. Wiltshire Council's 'radical' approach can hardly be
considered radical against the current transport policy backdrop. Much more will need to be done to meet carbon

emission reduction targets and other environmental goals.

An appraisal of rail opportunities will feed

into the LTP3 development.

As stated in the Consultation Issues
Paper (section 5.2), an attempt was
made to keep the approaches broadly

realistic within a Wiltshire context.
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Calne Area Transport

The Radical Approach

Unless this approach is adopted Wiltshire will never do more than tinker at the edges of its current pro-road and car
position. Of course it will be unpopular with some sectors, change and adaptation to a new future always is. Itis
accepted in the text that this is the solution to change the present 20" century approach. Does Wiltshire want always to

be in the rearguard on transport attitudes?

The Established and Balanced Approaches are dreadful examples of last century thinking.

Funding comes from s106, higher parking charges and more subsidy for public transport. Also from local communities
being encouraged to bid for outside funding for local transport schemes through the Area Boards, the local Partnerships
and local groups who are either charities or social enterprises. Funding should also be sought through the landfill
operations.

In addition to supporting the majority
transport modes (e.g. cars, HGVS) vital to
the Wiltshire economy, the council has
also spent millions of pounds providing,
supporting and promoting sustainable
transport alternatives. The development
of the LTP3 provides the opportunity to
determine Wiltshire’s transport strategy

over the next 15 years,

Comments noted.

Comments noted.

Campaign for Better Transport — Salisbury
Salisbury Campaign for Better Transport support the radical approach which is proposed because none of the others
would have any chance of enabling the count