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Is it an asset valued by the local community which 
enhances social wellbeing?

If it is, then consider nominating it as an Asset of Community 
Value (ACV).

This new right means communities can ask Wiltshire Council 
to list certain assets as being of value to the community. If 
an asset is listed and then comes up for sale, the right gives 
communities that want it six months to put together a bid to 
buy it. This gives communities an increased chance to save 
much loved shops, pubs or other local facilities. Parish councils 
or local community groups can nominate both privately and 
publicly owned assets which meet the definition of being an 
Asset of Community Value.

Is it an empty shop which you would like to make 
temporary use of? 

If it is, then consider Meanwhile Use.

Many town centres and high streets have empty shops which 
present a challenge to the vibrancy of the high street. This can 
be addressed by public and private owners agreeing to allow 
temporary or ‘Meanwhile Use’ of their property on terms that 
ensure they can get it back if a conventional tenancy becomes 
available. Pop-up shops are an associated concept - short-
term sales spaces in temporary locations which ‘pop-up’ one 
day and disappear afterwards. Small and temporary pop-up 
shops can build up significant interest and customer exposure 
in a short space of time. They provide the opportunity to trial 
new business ideas or concepts without the risk of setting up a 
traditional business.

Is it owned by Wiltshire Council?

If it is, then consider asking for a Community Asset Transfer 
(CAT).

Wiltshire Council recognises that many community groups 
occupy land or buildings that are owned by the council and 
wish to take over their ownership or management. They may 
wish to take over other buildings owned by the council within 
their community. Wiltshire Council has agreed a policy so 
that it can transfer the management and/or ownership of the 
asset to the community and may do so in some instances, at 
less than market value, if sufficient benefits can be delivered 
by the proposal. This process also applies if parish councils or 
community groups want to take on and maintain local facilities 
such as parks and play areas.

Is it currently being used for a service funded by 
Wiltshire Council? 

If it is, then consider requesting service delegation, or consider 
the Community Right to Challenge.

Wiltshire Council recognises that parish or town councils and 
community groups may wish to run services that are currently 
delivered by the council locally – this could include things like 
maintaining allotments, play areas, public conveniences and 
parks. Wiltshire Council has agreed a policy on Delegation of 
Services which means that the council can fund these with or 
without the transfer of an asset.

Alternatively, the Community Right to Challenge could be used 
to express an interest in running a service; which if accepted 
would trigger a procurement exercise in which the interested 
parish could participate.

Is it owned by another public body, and is either 
unused or underused?  

If yes, then consider the Community Right to Reclaim Land.

This right is aimed at helping local people ensure that public 
bodies do not needlessly retain under-used land or property, 
and is designed to get these sites back into productive use. 
The first step is to check the ownership of the land, which can 
be done through the Land Registry. A member of the public 
can then submit a request to the relevant Secretary of State 
to order disposal of the land. The Secretary of State has to 
consider that there are no restrictions on the use of the land 
and that the current owner has no suitable plans in place for 
the land either now or in the foreseeable future. If this is the 
case, they can direct the current owner to dispose of the land.

Is it an asset that the private owner doesn’t want to sell, of which you could 
make better use?  

If yes, then consider approaching the council about a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO).

If community groups or other individuals want to bring a privately owned local asset back into use, for 
example turning a derelict site into a park, and the owner is reluctant to sell, then they are able to contact 
Wiltshire Council and ask them to use a Compulsory Purchase Order to buy the asset on their behalf. 

A compelling case in the public interest must be demonstrated and the proposals must be 
sanctioned by the relevant central government minister. It is a lengthy and complex process 
ensuring that the rights of property owners are not extinguished without careful examination.  It 
is necessary to show that there are no planning obstacles to the development, for example, by 
obtaining a planning permission or by reference to inclusion in a Neighbourhood Plan. 

Is it land that you want to use for a community-led development? 

If yes, then consider the Community Right to Build (or neighbourhood development orders).

The community right to build allows communities to create the buildings they want to see without 
going through the normal planning application process. Communities will be able to build, for 
example, homes to sell on the open market, affordable housing for rent, and sheltered housing for 
elderly local residents, low-cost starter homes and facilities such as new playgrounds. The benefits 
of these developments, such as profits, can be managed by a community organisation for the 
community. The process is similar to that for the creation of Neighbourhood Plans but instead 
of creating a policy document the use of this right grants planning permission directly if there is 
majority support by the local community in a referendum.

More information on all these tools and how to use them is available at: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/communityandliving/communityownershipofassets.htm


